
The American Pageant Chapter 30 Reading Questions 
Vocabulary 
Bolshevik Revolution 
Red scare 
Criminal syndicalism laws 
American plan 
Immigration Act of 1924 
18

th
 Amendment 

Volstead Act 
racketeers 
Bible Belt 
Fundamentalism 
Scientific management 
Fordism 
United Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) 
Modernism 
“Lost Generation” 
Harlem Renaissance 
 
Reading Questions 

1. What led to the “red scare” in the United States? 
2. What were the results of the red scare in the United States from 1919-1920? 
3. Explain the significance of the Sacco-Vanzetti trial. 
4. How does the KKK change in the 1920s? 
5. What tactics did the KKK use in the 1920s, and how successful were they? 
6. Explain both the Emergency Quota Act of 1921 and the Immigration Act of 1924.   
7. What are the main results of the Immigration Act of 1924?  Be sure to understand Kallen’s argument. 
8. How does the passage of the 18

th
 Amendment change the United States?  What is the Volstead Act?  

What are some of the unintended consequences of the passage of these laws? 
9. In the section called “The Golden Age of Gangsterism,” explain how Al Capone in Chicago takes advantage 

of the Prohibition era. 
10. What is meant by the term Bible Belt? 
11. What is the significance of the Scopes trial?  (Be sure to understand the trial itself and the conflict 

between science and Fundamentalism.) 
12. How is the United States economy changing in the 1920s? (Industries, tax policy, advertising, buying on 

credit) 
13. How does Henry Ford change the automobile industry in the United States? 
14. In the section called “The Advent of the Gasoline Age”, how does the increase in the number of 

automobiles change American society and culture? 
15. Who invents the airplane?  How does this invention change the United States? 
16. What is Charles Lindbergh famous for doing?  Why? 
17. Why does the textbook describe radio as a “revolution”? 
18. During the early part of the 20

th
 Century, the movie becomes a part of American life.  What are the 

famous movies mentioned in the book, who created them, and how does this change American culture? 
19. How are people like Margaret Sanger and Alice Paul fighting for change in the 1920s? 
20. How is morality in America changing during the decade? (Flappers, Freud, etc.) 
21. What is the significance of jazz to the United States in the 1920s?   
22. How is Harlem an important place in the United States in the 1920s? 
23. Who is Marcus Garvey, and what is the idea behind the United Negro Improvement Association (UNIA)? 
24. In the section called Cultural Liberation, know each of the major authors and their works.  What is each of 

these authors writing about? 
25. What is meant by the term Harlem Renaissance, and what does this period mean for African-Americans? 
26. How is the stock market playing a role in the expanding economy of the 1920s? 



27. What is the purpose of the Republican Congress’ creation of the Bureau of the Budget in 1921? 
28. How does Secretary of the Treasury Andrew Mellon change the American economy with his ideas on 

taxation? 


